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2.4.  Picking stratigraphic boundaries

Tops of channels are
diachronous so are not
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Cycles often have a short
coarsening and thickening
upwards base and a larger

overlying fining and thinning 
upwards succession
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Channel sands are thick
successions of coarse,
amalgamated sands

Ideally a formation will contain a
series of leasing splays overlain

by channel sands overlain by
trailing splays overlain by a

thick hemipelagic shale

BE stands for Bendigo, LS for
leading splays, CH for channel,

TS for trailing splays and SH for
Shale

Commonly there will be several
STS (Shale Topped Sand)

successions between each
major shale and channel

The base of channels are
diachronous so are not
good formation boundaries

Small cycles are not regionally
correlatable so are not good
formation boundaries

Tops of formations are the tops
of shales.  This is the most reliable,
correlatable horizon and approximates
the maximum flooding surface

Individual shales, channel sands
or STS cycles can be considered 
to be members.  The next hierachy
down are beds.  BML’s informal
naming nomenclature is best 
considered to describe members
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